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SJBJECT: SHARIA: THE NORTHERNERS ARE STILL OUT 

REF: (A) KADUNA 465, (B ) LAGOS 4562, (C) LAGOS 4190 

SUMMARY: NORTHERN MCA'S HAVE NOT YET RETURNED TO THE CA. 

THE REAL TEST WILL COME MONDAY, APRIL 17. END SUMMARY. 

1 . NORTHERN MCA'S WHO WALKED OUT OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (CA) OVER ITS SHARIA 
DECISION HAVE NOT YET RETURNED TO THE ASSEMBLY. 

IN THEIR APRIL 10 STATEMENT (REF B), THE 
NORTHERNERS HAD SAID THEY MIGHT RETURN WHEN 
THE CA CONCLUDED ITS CONSIDERATION OF THE 
JUDICIAL SECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. THE CA 
DID IN FACT FINISH THAT SECTION ON TUESDAY 
AND TURNED ITS ATTENTION TO TIDYING UP THE 
DETAILS OF THE LEGISLATIVE LIST SYSTEM (REF C). 

THE ASSEMBLY ADJOURNED TODAY AT NOON APRIL 13 
FOR THE WEEKEND AND WILL TURN ITS ATTENTION ON 
MONDAY TO CHAPTER 4 OF THE DRAFT, FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS. 
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2. COMMENT: SOUTHERN MCA'S ARE NOT AS YET TAKING 
SERIOUSLY THE NORTHERN FAILURE TO RETURN TO THE 
ASSEMBLY. IN A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER, 
I.N. ANI (ANAMBRA) SAID THAT THE REAL 

TEST WOULD COME MONDAY. HE EXPECTED THE NORTHERNERS 
TO RETURN AT THAT TIME. ANI ADDED THAT MOST SOUTHERN 
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MEMBERS FELT THAT THE NORTHERN WALKOUT HAD BEEN A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS EXERCISE. THEY HAD FOR THE MOST PART BEEN PARTIES 
TO THE ADEBO COMPROMISE. FYI: ANI'S ACCOUNT WAS CONFIRMED IN 
STATEMENTS BY ADEBO AND PAUL UNONGO TO THE CA, AS REPORTED IN THE 
APRIL 14 NEW NIGERIAN, IN WHICH THEY SAID THAT THE NORTHERN 
MCA'S IN ADEBO'S COMMITTEE HAD IN FACT AGREED TO THE COMPROMISE. 
END FYI. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO ANI, THE NORTHERNERS HAD 
PROMISED THEIR CONSTITUENTS A FEDERAL SHARIA COURT OF 
APPEAL WHEN THEY HAD BEEN ELECTED TO THE ASSEMBLY - THUS, 

THE WALKOUT. 

3. CHAPTER 4 ON FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS WILL PRESENT THE CA 

WITH TWO PROBLEMS, ONE LONG ANTICIPATED, THE OTHER OF 
RECENT ORIGIN. THE EXPECTED PROBLEM IS THE ISSUE OF PRESS 
FREEDOM. THE DRAFT CONTAINS LANGUAGE WHICH SOME MCA'S 
WISH TO STRENGTHEN. OUR SOURCES IN THE CA DO NOT EXPECT A SERIOUS 
FIGHT OVER THE ISSUE HOWEVER. 

4. A SLEEPER ISSUE COULD BE THE QUESTION OF LANDOWNERSHIP 
AS A RESULT OF THE RECENT CONTROVERSIAL LAND USE DECREE. 

THE DRAFT CONTAINS STRONG LANGUAGE GUARANTEEING THE 
RIGHTS TO HOLD PROPERTY AND TO RECEIVE ADQUATE DOMPENSATION 
IN THE CASE OF COMPULSORY ACQUISITION. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE 

THAT OPPONENTS OF THE LAND USE DECREE, PARTICULARLY MCA'S FROM 
YORUBA STATES, WILL THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE DECREE INTO A 
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CA ISSUE. END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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